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| 4 38 - ſelect number depu⸗ 
ted out: of of their Body 
to meet the KING in 
n . PARANA; and 
ſo ou ought” n or 23 any ot be way to concern 
he mifelwes Gin the Nudmitiſteaion: Ver 


4 
the 
the ere e ieliidjhs to them 4 privilege of cor- 
28 reſponding 


Common Senſe. 


Thus, Sir, I have a right to trouble 
you with my thoughts upon the ſtate of 
the nation; and freely to make my refle- 
ctions on things as they are real and in 
fact; only leaving it to wiſer heads to 
take them as uſual in - & — Boy view Tj 


may be pofflble to have tem 


AS it is an undoubted truth that 4 


H. ingdom dividet, againſt it ſelf cannot fland; 
we have the greateſt reaſon te- * 
kenſive of very fatal conſequences from 
former ages were no leſß Halde to them 
chan our ow: But then, 8 mal} pernici- 
ous circumſtance. ia out n caſe, 27 
chat they are not only aut Sects and 
Parties, bur even (ſd are we infatuated!) 
the very. Common Good! The contro- 
_ of our LOOP is, Whether our own re- 
ligion, 


Sa 


” as 


I , , EE es 


(7) 
ligion, ves und libencies, are > wn 


prong or nol 


Nor ee our iniefine 2 11 
vow, riſen'to ſuch a height as to give oc. 
caſion to a foreign enemy openly to in- 
falt che Legiſtature; and profeſſedly to 
triumph in the” advantages they cannot 
at ems) ail of finding in them. A 

ſhame this! an eternal reproach 
to our country, if you will ſuffer it to reſt 
upon us; and not reſent, to his e 


this unprecedenced egg _ Ser 
ee 


* 
7 { + * 


Vor chinkie ing 


de refers to; ſince unreaſonable debates 


of «higher fort are no leſs notorious. 
What ſignifies it that the regulation of 
button-holes may paſs with a Nemine 
Contradicente, if matters of the laſt im- 
porrance to che very being of our cotiſti- 
tution . enen Wan 1 


(8. ) 


The conduct of he late Spaxiſh Mz. 
ſter here, was a degree omote impudent 
even than Count Gyllenborg s. That gen- 
tteman violgted his ſacred character, by 
ſecretly tranſacting, undet che ireurity af 
it, a villany, Which This gndegvour dito, 
promote Bare: faced; 5: .and; has Jyqceeded, ſo 
fax at leaſt, as to. create a faCtion, for; his 
maſter among us And very, Watmly, rhey 
ſdem to be engaged for him HO — 
were, they a while ago in applauding che 
Cardinals - bravery. in hidding Sir 
© Gro BIN G Welegme, into che 
« Mediterranean ; and refering: him. to! the 
e Spaniſh Fleet? And now, they are as 
loud in exclaiming with, himy nt ;tharhe 
£ knew. nothing, of Sir GEORGES 
% ces till after he had besten them} 
10 gn offs 055 21 Singt 36007 

oe ir not chen lay .upon;Fou, to tale 
into ſerious; conſideration. the ſtateè of our 
publick diviſions, and in time to put an 
effectual ſtop to them? And whac ſcarce 
would you need to do more, than Ser us 
a example of unanimity and agreement 
1 — in all the meaſures whereon our 
common 


(9) 


common fafety depends! Nay; were 
fach à god Diſpoſition to obtain no fur. 
ther, we miglit e en venture to diſmiſs all 
our fears, for, ro ſay the truth, our 
danger is not from the quarrels Without- 
doors. Not but thiat there are very many 
malecontents; and perhaps even à ma- 
jority, ſuch as it is, ready to fide with 
any Enemy, be i it Swede or Spaniard, Pope 
or Tul, no matter who! But, as keys 
moſtly conſiſt of ehe irrational part 

our gentry, the groſs of the clergy, the 
refuſe of the female ſex, and the very 
ſcum of'the populace ; - Tfay, as they are 
thus deſpicable i in their power and under- 
ſtanding, -we have litrle reaſon to account 
then formidable for their numbers. 


This dhtanibal temper is tlie ed of 
their zealous artachmenr to the Pretender; 
whoſe intereſts they ſuppoſe are promo- 
ted in every difficulty with which the 
Kingdom may be embroil d. Bur then in 
good earneſt, ought they not gravely to 
recollect, what mighty part can they have, 


in che forrunes of rhat 3 e 
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their wiſhing all the calamities to their 
Country, that a forreign and a civil war 
can bring upon us? And what is the 
goodly prize they contend for 2 No leſs 
than the perpetuating a ſucceſſion of Po- 
iſh Kings! than the entailing ſuperſtition 


and ſlavery upon us and our heirs for 


ever! and all this too, (very ſuitably tis 
confeſs d,) to take place in a perſon pro- 
ſerib d by our laws! One, that has a pub- 
lick price ſet upon his head, as well by 
Royal Proclamation of Queen Anne of 
glorious memory, as by her Tory Parlia- 


ment! One, that is expelled all the king- 


doms of Europe ; and with his vagrant re- 
tinue has a Subſiſtence from the Pope! 


Tis pleaſant enough to obſerve, how 
theſe creatures come to be beſotted to 
this degree; and by what wretched ſo- 
phiſtry they are ſeduced thus. 

The Gentry are told, we are loaded 
wich taxes, and the nation encumber d 
with immenſe debts :—and this, to en. 
gage them in favour of one who mult of 

neceſſity 


neceſſity double the weight' of them Nor 
is this cry in itſelf leſs falſe than it is ri- 
diculous. We are to make an Eſtimate 
of publick debts and taxes, from thoſe of 
our neighbours; and every body khows 
they have riſen but · in proportion, and 
much leſs, with us to what they have 
done with any of them. The ſubjects in 
other countries are really poor and miſe- 
rable : But God be thanked ! we, for all 
our complaints, live in a land of eaſe and 
happineſs. And whatever ſome ſhallow: 
obſeryers pretend of better times before 
the Revolution, it is certain there is a 
much greater plenty of mony now: What 
would then have been a fortune for a la- 
dy, may be had now with an inn-keeper's 
daughter; and the furniture of a tailor's' 
houſe now-a-days, would have been then 
too fine for a baronet's. 


The Clergy are ro be reckon d 
rather among the miſſionaries of the 
Pretender, than the proſelites to him ; 
and very laborious they have been in 
his cauſe. They not only preach trea- 

| | B 2 ſon 


61290 


ſon and ſedition, but alſo (.contrary to 
cuſtom). enforce their: doctrine by their 
own practice. They would indeed have 
it thought it is the. zeal of God's houſe 


that has thus caten them up, — but, 


though rhey roar out the danger of the 
Church of England, it is to K chey 
n us to run ber Help! ce E 0 


The Ladics are adelnuch d wed bar Wag 
Leſley: He raiſed a report that the Pre- 
render. is another Xing Charles the ſecond : 
This, with the cry that follow'd, of Down 
with the Rump; which they accordingly 
tooł in a direct carnal ſenſe, has ſet᷑ all 
the Girls agog; and ſeems to have had 

an Influence not only in Prarylaus and 
. parts of Britain, but even as s far ag 
Poland, 20. 


The Mob for cheir part are wich d upon 
in their own way; with meer noife, and 
a ſpund of words they underſtand nothing 
of. When there is any call for theſe, tis 

no more than ſetting ſome deep-mouth'd 
fellow to open; then Fark to Fowler ! and 
: away 


( 13 ) 


away they run in full cry as if the devil 
were in them. The word common on 
theſe occaſions (though now grown ſome- 


| what ale) 5 The Church ' 7 he Chireh ! 


2 


Due ip what Region " 5 Church w | 
Tel char; and * 4 nenn thy _ 


As tho motives f uf cheſe peoples aſk 
ction to the Pretender are thus extrava- 
gant; ſo no leſs are the grounds of their 
prejudice againſt the KIN 6 - and” the 
ROYAL Fairy.” I muſt paſs” byer 
the horrid perſonal ſtandals and moſt im- 
pudent lies propagated among them, as 
too Brutiſh to be repeated; and only men- 
tion their ill-contrived objections againſt 
the Government. Their great grievance, 
and even what drove them to open rebel. 
lion, was, that his Majeſty did not con- 
tinue the Facobite Miniſtry ; and particu- 
larly turn d out of the ſervice, the General 
and Secretaries of the Pretender! The 
next matter of diſcontent, was, that he 
ſulſer d any of the rebels "ou taken, to 

1. 
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be executed according to the ſtanding 
laws of our own and wo other countries! 


Thus, Six, to ſtate their arguments, is 
to ridicule them ; as to take a full view 
of the party, is to contemn them ! 


So that you may well continue to 
think they do not deſerve. your notice; 
and indeed in themſelves they do not. 
AL BER ON1 will be but deceividatilaſt ; 
for, though they make a terrible noiſe, 
and ſhould even break out into open re- 
bellion again, it will all come to nothing: 
Be it provided only, that they have no 
Member of Parliament to 2 them any 
— iN. FIISAG: 


Bur then it requires your conſideration, 
whether you ought not to vindicate the 
character of the nation, and the honour 
of it abroad; and to ſee that it do not 
ſuffer from the wickedneſs and folly of 
theſe people. It is your part to convince 
the world, that it is not a deficiency in 
aur conſtitution, but a (perhaps faulty) 

indul- 


(15) 
indulgence. peculiar to ir, that permirs 
known profeſſed enemies to brearh in 
open Air; and thoſe that declare againſt 
our laws and happy ſettlement, to live 


notwithſtanding . tho protection of 
them. 00997 


It nay alſo be worth your care to Jore- 
vent tlie further ſpreading of this Inſe- 
ction; and for that end, to. enquire how 
it is chat a ſpirit of (edition i is thus raiſed 
and ne n us. - 

You will aud this deteſtable nat is 
carry d on with a great deal of induſtry 
and application : And by ſeveral methods, 
beſides theſe already mention'd, accor- 
ding to the different capacities of the 
perſons employ'd in it. Some there are, 
buſy in ſtarting diſputes and queſtions of 
a very high nature, on purpoſe to perplex 
and diſturb people, that are not (one in 
ten thouſand) capable of deciding them. 
The moſt weighty affairs of ſtate; nay 
the very title to the crown, and that in 
a way it can only be judged of by rhe 

united 


( N 


united and higheſt wiſdom of the nation; 
is yer med to the benſire of _— 


coxcomb. - 


: And i on that head (as it ſtill 
ridiculouſſy happens) are urged even to 
ſuch as have actugly ſworn Allegiarice to 
his Majeſty ; and i che ſame moſt ſolemn 
manner, have adludlly abjuted rhe Preten- 
der. But, as perjury is of no weight in 
the argument with theſe profligate incen- 
diaries, another plain anſwer may be 
made to them, viz. That in all kingdoms 
whatſoever, whether proteſtant or popiſh, 
ptinces of a religion different to that of 
the. country, are Wee of the goyern- 
ment! 


"ail b our own nation 
muſt have the fame right to exclude. 44 
Papiſts from the crown; and to place it 
on che head of the next Proteſtunt Heir; 
as we have accordingly done, upon our 
lawful and rightful onions KI XG 
FE ORGE. 


This 


( 17 9 
15 
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- This diſpoſition is Abe oY in tlie ne: 
e reaſon of things. And the rebels 
themſelves have in Fat - (if that would 
Tonvince them) ſeen the impoſſibiliry of 
admitting a Popiſh King to a Proteſtant. 
Government; for when they had bor- 
row d jewels, and would 5 proceeded 
to crown the Pretender in Scotland, he 
could not after all take the coronation- 
cork? | | 


| Beſides 1 a LO caſuiſts, chere 
are another ſett, whoſe province it is 
ſtill to forge and publiſh freſh matter of 
Diſcontent. Theſe go under the name 
of news- writers; and indeed it is very 
fhocking that any ſhould be allow'd in 
that profeſſion, who are either down- 
right Papiſts convict, or ocher undiſguiſed 
Enemies. Some of theſe wretches, by 
an abuſe they put upon the ſtamp- office, 
bring themſelves under a ſort of neceſſi- 
ty of taking up with ſome nauſeous cant 
or other, meerly for che ſake of filing 
6 theit 


— — 
. 
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their paper: Ir is ſtrange therefore thar 
the comtmiſfi ohers do not think fit to 

revent ay, evaſion as to the ſtamp in 
pb 118 caſe, 'as effeually as ih that of al- 
manacks. And as to the Mendeticy of 
what 1 am now ſpeaking ; it muſt be 
confiderd we ate a nation of Politiei- 
ans, and that the generality of all ranks 
being utterly ignorant in che hiſtory of 
our own or other countries; form chem 
ſelves entirely upon theſe looſe papers3 
ſome of which being always induſtri- 
ouſly filled with vile aſperſions on the 
government, and falſe repreſdatations of 
publick affairs, muſt conſequently have 
a" ety bad effect upon them. Nor 18 
it only thus dangerous, but even a 
downright ſeandal to the Legiſlature, 
that our very publick news:papets ſhould 
be infamous Abels againſt it. This e- 
normity . calls Gor: immediate 


redrefs! 4% | e LE 


* 7 . 
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quity never fail” of improving to the ut- 
moſt 


409.) 


moſt another particular 3 they 
have, (and long may they enjoy it!) 
P Jepting. all dete tecafon, at 
burn, 1 tp is oll Wirh ber foũs in 
that diſmal.cirquwſtance to, 1arangue the 
good company,, and giye-r xm {eaſona- 
ble. warning. t avoid coming to, the 
like dreadful, end: but, theſe add fel- 
lows directly, invers the. f dſp of f that 
laudable cuſtom, and dg All. they can, 
with: their laſt. breath to. perſpade: others 
to follow, them; S0 that it Would be 
proper, if not wholly to deny them this 
liberty, yet at leaſt to Prevene t their ſur; 
viving' brechren from printing, pub- 
liſhing, and diſperſing theſe traiterous 
ſpeeches; or ſuch like, that happen to 
be utter d in ay other privileged Place, 
Nor are they ſatisfy d with bare printing 
of them in the uſual manner, and with 
decorations ſuitable to the memoirs of 
Tyburn; but, forſooth, muſt have them 
done from copper plates, with effigies 
in long wigs, and other enibeliſhmencs 
very en to the occaſiqn. 

GC 2 2" 
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1 might mention zocker ſort 'of folk, 
28 dangerous for ought * know as any 
already deſctibed, who *affett to ſeems 
neuter; or rather, alike diſſatisfied with 
either ſide. Theſe are your | men, who 
will have it that all Miniſtries are alike 
corrupt! all Stateſmen alike mercenary | 
So that, as to themſelves we cannot tell 
what to make of them; but only gueſs 
from their way of reaſoning, that all Go- 
vernments alſo would be alte aneaſy to 
them. Yet after all, they muſt be at 
bottom of one ſide or other; and are ac- 
cordingly rank'd ha th che — 
Tents. 5 | 2 


Now upon the whole; the truth of 
the caſe is, and ſo apprehended by all 
the world, that all our feuds and con- 
tentions are now united in theſe two 
channels; that we are now no more than 
two Parties, one for our Proteſtant King, 
the other for a Popiſh Pretender! You 
are not therefore to look upon us as 

| formerly, 


(9 

formerly, under the diſtinctions of Whig! 
and Tory, High and Low, &c. but as: 
either Subjects or Rebels; and in a word; 


what You ought to do, is really to treat 
us as ſuch / 


The only way to prevent the common 
enemy finding their account in our diviſi- 
ons, is, to reſolve for the future that Per- 
ſons and Things ſhall be taken directly 
as they are, and what every one knows 
them to be; and not as they may be 
miſtepreſented by the Gloſſes and la- 
bourd Oratory of artful and deſigning 
Perſons. Whatever is done, will ſtill be 
| Judged of by our ſelves, and it ſeems by 
Cardinal Alberoni, and every body elſe, 
by this one plain and certain rule, viz. 
whether it be for the ſervice of His Ma- 
jeſty or the Pretender. 


J expect, Sir, that you for your own 
part will demonſtrate on every occaſion, 


that you ate throughly influenced by a 
Vell -govern d zeal for our preſent yalua- 
ble 


( 22:} 


aſſure you, you. ſhall, never want the 
vote and: intereſt oo 
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